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Neqlected dogs prowde therapy for Cayman S youth
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He said it is also a ca-
reer training opportunity for
some youngsters.

Mr. Bryan, who runs
House Guard Security firm,
said he approached Mr. Myles
with the idea after seeing the
impact that working with his
dogs had on a young man he
had been mentoring.

He said the boy, who had
been suspended from school,
had shown dramatic im-
provement in his behavior
at school since working with
the dogs.

Mr. Bryan said he re-
searched the issue and be-
came certified as a pet
therapy handler.

“We are teaching (the
children] how to properly
handle the dogs, how to care
for them, to provide food
and clean water, the im-
portance of Heartgard and
things like that.

“It helps to build self-es-
teem and confidence and
teaches them responsibility,”
he said.

One of the more unusual
aspects of the program in-
volves the children reading
to the dogs. Researchers say
the activity has been proven
to help reading skills, partic-
ularly with children who are
intimidated by reading aloud
to classmates.

The program, named
Paws4Youth, is being funded
through Youth ACT in the
initial stages. Mr. Myles is
looking for sponsors and esti-
mates it will cost $12,000 per
year, per school, to keep the
program going permanently.

He said the cost is mainly
associated with housing and
caring for the dogs, which
will cycle through the pro-

gram from the Humane |

Society wuntil permanent
homes are found for them.
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Alberto Bryan Jr. introduces youngsters to dog training at the Cayman
skate park. - PHOTO: JAMES WHITTAKER



